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Short Line Spotlight

e

Temple & Central Texas Railroad

e o In August a new short line connection on the BNSF
was established. Through an exclusive long-term license
agreement with the Temple Economic Development Cor-
poration (TEDC), Patriot Rail will assume responsibility for
switching at a new rail park in Temple, Texas.

Patriot Rail is a short line and regional railroad holding
company based out of Boca Raton, Florida. With the
creation of the new short line, Patriot now has four short
line partners with BNSF, primarily in the western U.S.

The newly christened Temple & Central Texas Railroad
(TC) will provide switching at the Parks at Central Pointe
in Temple. Temple is located approximately 130 miles
south of Dallas-Fort Worth along the North American
Trade Corrnidor.

The 2,500 acre Central Pointe complex consists of three
new parks and one existing one. In addition to the new
rail park, there is the Airport Park home to many corpo-

rate office campuses, a bioscience park primarily for
the health care industry and the Enterprise park, a
light industrial park.

The rail park is shovel-ready for industries looking for
an attractive rail site. Each site is equipped with
roadways, electricity, water and sewage service with
easy access to [-35 and BNSF. The City of Temple
and the TEDC also established the Temple Reinvest-
ment Zone and Temple Enterprise Zone to provide
existing and future rail customers with tax incentives
for locating in Temple, Currently there are four in-
dustries in the park and shipments are expected to
top 6,000 units in the first year of operation.

The four current tenants are Mars Pet Care (ves, the
same folks that make candy bars), Lock Joint Tube
(steel tubing), Wilson Art (surface and flooring prod-
ucts) and Gidden Distributing (distributor for Sam
Adam'’s beer).

The park will eventually be home to the Gulf States

Left: A Temple &
Central Texas Rail-
road EMD GP38-3
leaving the Mars
Pet Care facility.

Mars produces
Whiskas cat food
and Royal Canin
dog food.







